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BriTisH NATION. 


Tuefdap, February 15. 1709. 


Am for the prefent diverted from the 

ork 1 have prepar’d, of expoting 
the Crimes of fome of our Clergy, by 
the more preffing Occafions of the Publick 
in Matters of Trade ; but before I quit it, 
I muft give the Reader. one Letter, which 
I receiv’d upon this Subje@, fince wha: I 
had (aid in my lafi ; and which I farpofe by 


-fome Circumftances tv come from a Clergy- 


Man, and a very valuable Reverend Per- 
fon. 


r REVIEW, 
re: fo.ry in all yonr Conteft with the Au 
thor of the Rchearlal, you 
difeover’d bis Drift in all bis Papers, and 
that while be pretends feignedly to vindicate 
our Church, bis Defign is bur so expofe and 
weaken tbe Church of England, to which as 


you bave not yet —for the R-/pel you profels to fuch + 


now by Law Eftablifo'd be ss @ profefe'd Ewe 
my. It is evident to saufleriet Poot, thas 
be puts you upon this Work, and thinks to force 
you to fall upon the Ciergy, om purpofe to rene 
der the Church of England odious and com= 
semptible « Ibope, you will fee this, and be 
render therefore of expofing the Follies of the 
Clergy, it but tootrue, and good Men regret 
it much, that we are r>mifs in ow Difci Tine, 
and that {ime of our Clergy are too lols and 
degenerate in-their Manners; but it i to be 
hop’d, a Time may come, when the Moufe 
GOD fhall be purg’d. I bope, there are e*reat- 
many good Men with them and I bank you 
and if you 
would [pave she Reft for their Stkes, -you-wpuld 
not repens fuch an Exce/s of Charity, 

Yours Friend unknown, (5c, 


‘think this Letter very modeft and very 
ingenuous; and cho’ I do not know the Per- 
fon, I fhall fhow a great Regard to his Mo- 
tion 5 yet | muft crave leave to differ from 
him in this, That the Satyr upon the vici- 
ous Clergy at all concerns the vertuous, pi- 
ous, ee Remainder, of which as I 
did befere, fo I do again acknowledge, there 
are a.great Number now in ¢he Church. 
But the Defign of a Satyr upon the Vicigus 
is to rouze up and excite thofe Gentlemen, 
whofe Right it is, and have Power io their 
Hands, that they would reftore the Difci- 
pline of the Church to its, uninterrupted 
- Exercife, and that they would remove the 


feandalous, the ignorant, and the Infufh-. 


cient from the Altar; but I cannot but 
think, that expofing the drunken, the lewd, 
the wearing, the blafpheming Bullies cf the 
Chorch is no morea Reproach, than it was 
a Reproach upon the Eleven Difciples, when 
our Lord faid, one of them wasa Devil 5 or 


MIscELLANEA. 


‘Thought to have delay’d any Difeourfes 
] of Trade till the Beginning of the next 
Month, when the next Volume being de- 
fign’d to begin, I purpos’d to dedicate one 
Part of this Work wholly to Trade ; but as 
I fee the Parliament wholly taken up upon 
Improvements, efpecially relating to the 
Trade of Scotland, but in general of Britain, 
I cannot help {peaking my Mind on feme 
main Points, which are like to take up fome 
ofour Debates 3 and tho’ in this I fhall be 
fomething irregular, and muft neceffarily 
goover fome of thefe Things egain, yet I 
muft be bora with in that Tautology, for 
the Sake of evidencand publick UW iity. 

For ftatirg therefore what I purpofe to 
difcourfe of at prefent, tho’ fummarily, and 
in general U fhall lay them down under the 
following, Heads. 


I, The Affair of Paper-Credit,circulating 
Bills, and-enlarging or extesding Cre- 
dit, with fome Boquiry into the Ad- 
vantage of publick Credit, and how it 
might be extended in this Nation. 


are ycu mov’d, if you are not touch’d ? 


oy 


than it was fcandalous in the reft of the 
Apoftles to cail him the Son of Perdition, — 
Bs 3.0. No Manis concerw'd in a Charge 
Vice, bus the Vicious 3; no Man % touch’d in — 


be 


a Scandal, but the Scandalous. And if any — 


Clergymancomplaics of my faying there age 


< 


= 


Dronkards, or Whore-Marers, or Swearets — 


among them ; is itnot moft naturat to fay, 


Why ave you angry, Sit? Are you ONE of 
them? Does the Garment fit you ? ae 


Is the Piéture drawn there yout Likenefs? — 


—If it be not, why are you angry ? Why 


But afterall we fhall fee, whether the 
Gentleman above be i+ the right 3 I fhall 
therefore leave the Difcourfe for the pre- 
feot. If the Rebearfal moves farther to urge 
the Publicatiog of Particulars, he certainly 
covets and drivesat reproaching theChurch, 
and expofing the Clergy 5 if he does not, 
as will reft fatisfy"d with what has been 
alce 


2. The Trade to Africa, in which I thal 
fhaN {peak to two grand Enquiries, 1. 
Whether thatTrade is uiefulcoEngland, 
and neeeflary to be preferv’d- or no? 
And 2. If it be, how to be fo eftablifh- 
edasto bs render’d moftufeful, whee 


ther in an exclufive Company, or an 


open Trade. 
3. The Cafe of cpening a Trade with 
France, whether it ought or ought not 
to be done at this Time? And here 
theVirginia Merchants muft excufe me, 
if I take the Freedom to give any 
Thoughts on their bate Petition tothe 
Houfe of Commons. 
4. The Fifhing Trade in’ Scotland, with 
the Affair of Drawbacks and Bncou- 
ragements 3 in which, if I fhould 
not altogether agree with fome Gene 
tlemen, who fo warmly infift upén the 
Allowances upon Fith curd with Salt 
imported before the: iff of May, and 
which paidno Duty; Ihope, thofe 
Gentlemen will excufe me, aaa 


ee = 
_ te ee 


a my meaning well to the Trade of 
North Britain. 


J thall difcourfe on all thefe, but in a fum- 


mary Way at this Time, being as J noted 


- above to go over them all again, when I 
come to difcourfe of the feveral Branches of 
Trade in particular. 


I begin with the Affair. of Publick Cree 
dit, or more particu’acly, Paper Credit, 


 &e. It is not to be fuppos’d, that in my 


 Difcourfe on this I] mean any thing elfe, 
than the prefent extended Length of Paper« 
Credit now Eftablifh’d between the Bank 
and the Exchequer. 

‘If I was co write Panegyricks, 1 could 
_draw a Map here of the prefent Pofture of 
' the Exchequer and Bank of England, and 


them and the Finances of Fraxce, Town 


Houle of Paris, Se. I do confefs, it has 
fomething miraculous to think, how the 
Finances, or Exchequer, or Banks in France 
have kept up any Reputation at all, uader 
fo many publick Difafters, when we fee our 
Bank fo endanger’d, and our Publick Credit 
fo eafily thock’d, as at the laft Allarm of aa 
Invafion, which tho’ in it {elf it could aot 
have hurt us, fo as tobe fatal, nor any way 
have affeéted our Funds, yet had the Enemy 
landed, and the Confternation of the Peo- 
ple gone on, che Blow to Publick Credit 
had been very terrible. 

To enquire into the Caufes of this would 
be too tedious ; but a few are thefe. 


j compare them, or dcaw a Parallel between 
x 


x, And principally the Pique of Parties 
here, who really allarm the People 
politickly on purpofe to drive them 
into Confufions I have nothio 
to do to name Perfon , sor hhauld 

_ ever have fufpeéted a certain Gentle- 
man, if he had not made fome faint 
Attempts to throw it off, by which 
fom> ill-natur’d People faid, he had 
made the better Side the worfe. 

And here, Gentlemen, you may fee the 
Benefit of National Unioa aad Peace 
at home. France being all of a Piece, 
and their National Iatereft the fam ia 
every hand, they can maintain their 


Sake of other Inftances 1 thal give of is 


ai % 


— 


‘oe vai ta ‘ 


pe i 
4 


| oe ; pulls - ar 
poblick Credit under the mot ter 
Convolilons imaginable ; iphones 


Turin, Barcelona, Ramelies, Oudexard, 


Lifle, any one of them had be 

tous, would have ftagnated our Cath, 
ftop’d our Fands, ftabb'd our Credit, 
and thrown our Bank into a Fit of ag 


Appoplexy——— The Reafon is plain, 


they have no divided Incereft ,no fetrec 
_Enviers at the Govetnment, all their 
united Eadeavours obey the Voice of 

the publick Safety, and chey keepup 
Credit without Funds, when we have 
fometimes Funds without Credit. 
2, Liberty, tho’ "sis a Jewel not to be 
fold or pawn'd, yet bas fome little 
Difficulties in it, and this is ove 5, That 


Upon every Hurry we can with more - 


Freedom tly in the Face of publick 


Credit, cham they cams in France any | 


Singularity of that Kind: would not be 
refented only, but pusifh’'d: Now, 
tho’ this is nothiag to imitate, yet it is 
a Reafon, why they are not fo puth’d 
at- upon Extremities, the abfolute 
Dominion of the Monarch command- 
inga more fubje&ed acquiefcing Tem- 


per. 

The Stock-jobbing Humour in Bng- 
land is calculated to this End, and has 
been the Occafion of it; ofg. That 
we are too much apt to be furpriz’d 
joZnglexd, and torun up and rundown 
upon the leaft Turn of Affairs; where- 
as, if People would be a little eafie, 
the Hurry would be immediately over, 
and Things return to their own Chan- 
nels ‘tis the Fright, oot the Subftance 
of the Fear. 


It is plain, had the French landed ip 
Scotland, nay, had they reduc'd Scotland 
entirely, ar frould they do it now, which 
I think there is no Fear of ; yet. all our ppb- 
lick Funds, ous Banks, eur Stocks- were 
juft as good as before ; and. how contd ig 
be otherwife ? Is not the Nation cucirely 
and univerfally embark’d in them? If the 
Nation ftands, they frands if che Nation 
does not ftand, then nosking we have ig 
ourown, nor is it fafer is our own keepin 
than ia the publick Furds: But are nor oid 

the 
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the Families in the Nation, Wig and Tory, 
High Church, Low Church, {wearing Dif 
fenter, and Non-Furant Difenter, ~Facobite 
and Williamite, embark’d ? And: what's 
the Confequenee? Is it not this? That 
whatever Revolutions’ fhould happes, the 
publick Funds tiuft be made good, nor 
can any Parliament or’/Convention diffolve 
them, ualefs you can fuppefe a Parliament 
to be chofen of Gentlemen who have no 
‘Money in thefe Funds, and that muft be, 
when (deh a Parliament are al) Thievés or 
Beggars, for it cannot be before. 

"Tis therefore the greateft Midnefs in 
Nature to run upon publick Credit, to fell 


Fallies or Annuities under Rate, and puta. 


Slur opon publick Funds in Time of Danger, 
fince. the Foundation is ‘the fame, and che 
Hazard the fame in or out— And this is 
only a Time to’ give conning Knaves an 
Opportunity to buy your Eftates cheap- 

Why does not Land fall too at fuch a 
Time as this ? O fay they, Land cannot be 
eacry’d away; I anfwer, no more can the 
Funds, on which our Banks, Annuities, 
and other Anticipatiots are eftablith’ds for 
ehe Land is engag’d, and you may carry 
ene away as foon as the other. Nothing 
therefore can ruin our publick-Credit, 
but oor own National Madaels. 


cee — hie Fe oo 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
-Lately Publithd, 


New Defcription. of the World, de- 

lineating, Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America ; with a Map and Tables of che 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities 
therein, together with a Chronvlogical aid 
Hiftorical Account of the Bmperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governments, Religion, Langua- 
ges, Cuttoms, Commodities, Revolarions, 
god Rareties thereof. By A. Curfon, Gent. 
Gold by Fob Atorpbew, near Stetioners- 
Hall. (Price 25.) 


' MDCCIX, 


Ciel aii 


[ 556 ] aie 


na fewDayswillbe publih’d, 

HE.SCOTS NARRATIVE 

- Examin’d, with Vind eae | 
Magiftrates of £dimburgb in particolar, and. 
ee of mete in ge in 
their Proceedings againft the Ane 
fenters in tailak ent te 


An Advertifement of CHARITY, - ; 


B* Sir WILLIAM READ Her Majeiy 

OCCULIST, Wb was ny rhe olefling 
or GOD, vo nis long Experience, with une’ 
ufual Succefs. cu: agsea Numbers of Peo. 
ple of Cancers, Wicers, Fiftulas, Wens,’ - 
Double and singl-, Hair Lips, Wry Necks, 
and other Petorm: ie , with Deafoefs cho” 
of lung ‘ontinuance, but eipeciaity ' 

er A Bash gah Sight, Cataratts, and’ 
all Diftempers of the Byes, ande iy 
that have been born blind. ~ me, 

’ He fhall continue in Town at his Houfe. 
ia Darbam Yard in the Strand, where alt 
the Affticted in the aforefaid. Cafes may aps 
dlytobim. ent oa 

He continues to give his Advicé and 
Affiftance to the Poor Gratis, efpeclally to 
fuch Seamen and Soldiers as have receiv’d 
any Injury to their Sight in the Service of 
their Country whom he has always affifted, 
ever fince the Beginuing of Kiog William's 
Reign, to whom he wasalfo [worn Occuliit, 
He has cur’d greatNumbers of them ia m 
Charity, who muft otherwif have beem 
ufelefS to themf{elves, and chargeable to 
the Government, and refolves ftill to con- 
tinue his Charity to them as freely as ever: 

-$ach as fend to his Houfe may alfo have 
at reafonable Rates hisreftorativeMediclies 
for the Eyes, which prevent Suffitions of 
Cataraéts in their Beginniogs,. and clear 
and preferve the Sighr. 

_ Alfo the Lady READ has by long Expe- 
rience and a ag PraGice arriv’d to 
an ¢xcraordinary Skill i i . 
po ght a. He a Couchitg Cata 


: forms wi 
Dexterity and Sucecf. eo 
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